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matter in hand, means this : The nature of Christ's
belief concerning demons can never be reached by
any deductive reasoning which starts out from the
premiss that He was the Son of God; it must be
determined, if it can be determined at all, by the
evidence   of   the   Gospel   narratives.    If   this   is
insufficient, we shall wisely suspend our judgment;
but, sufficient or insufficient, its force, whatever it
may be, is not to be weakened by any appeal in
the supposed interests of some theory of the Person
of the God-man.    Neither in religion nor philosophy
has abstract reasoning any validity against facts.
It is this cardinal fact which seems to have been
overlooked by some eminent writers, who, while
freely admitting, and indeed defending, the limita-
tions of Christ's knowledge during His earthly life,
as a general principle, deny the legitimacy of its
application  in  the   case  before  us.    Meyer,   for
example, says that, if we assume that Jesus Himself
shared the opinion of His age and nation regarding
the reality of   demoniacal possession, we  are at
once confronted with this dilemma :   either we
must try to set up again, on the authority of Christ,
the old dead doctrine of demoniacal activity, or
else we must attribute to Him an erroneous belief
of such a kind as " would be irreconcilable with the
pure height of the Lord's  divine knowledge." l

1 Commentary on St. Matthew, vol. i, p. 151.